
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF NEW GERMANY- CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  

OCTOBER 21, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 

1. Opening Items        
• Call meeting to Order –  
• Roll Call – Shirley Jaeger, Paul Roepke, Thomas Mielke, absent: Kevin Grove and Lorn Herrmann. 

Others are present: Chris Barlau, Fire Dept & Public Works, Twyla Menth City Clerk. 
 
2. Approval of Agenda 

• Consider Approval of Agenda – Roepke moved and Mielke second approving the agenda. The motion 
carried. 3/0 
 

3. Public Comment Period 
 Open Public Comment Period – Comments are limited to 5 minutes. 

 
4. Business items or New Business –   

• Southern Valley Alliance 
Kim Lohse, representing the Southern Valley Alliance (SVA), attended the meeting to inform the Council about the 
organization's recent activities and ongoing challenges. Kim highlighted that October is recognized as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, emphasizing the importance of supporting affected individuals and families within the community. 
Kim reported that SVA has consistently served over 2,000 people annually through its crisis line, demonstrating the significant 
need for these services. The Alliance has recently relocated from Belle Plaine to Shakopee, which has contributed to a 20% 
increase in the number of people being served. Additionally, SVA is now able to accommodate walk-in clients, providing 
immediate assistance as required. 
The organization provides support such as help with protection orders, transitional housing, and rent payments. Despite these 
crucial services, SVA is currently facing funding cuts that threaten its ability to continue supporting residents of Carver and 
Scott counties. 
Kim encouraged community members to follow SVA on social media platforms to stay informed about upcoming fundraisers 
and opportunities to contribute time or financial support. These efforts are vital to sustaining the services that SVA provides. 
The Council expressed their gratitude to Kim for attending the meeting and sharing this information. 

• Misc – nothing additional.  
 

Officers’/Department/Staff Reports 
• Fire Department Report  

Assistant Fire Chief Chris Barlau reported that the department is currently collaborating with Frontier to address issues related 
to certain utility lines. After this task is completed, AME and Hollywood Heating will move forward with the planned generator 
project. 

• Parks  
o  Tree removal update $9,550 True n Fair Tree Care (5 trees), Brush Quick and Clean (6 trees) $11,704.50, 

Mogenson (6 trees) $7609.08, leaving the logs and mulch.  
Mielke moved and Roepke second approving Mogenson Tree Service for $7609.08. The motion 
carried. 3/0 

• Water/Sewer – The utility billing for water and sewer services was completed on October 20, 2025 
• Public Works  

o Chris emptied all garbage containers at the parks. Saturday morning branches were down from the wind, 
picked up branches, bigger branches fell at Lindstrom, and on Saturday morning there were additional 
branches by Park and Adams.  

o Chris talked with Eric on the poles at PW, they are sorting through the poles and deciding which poles may 
be discarded.    

o Chris had a discussion with Bob’s Repair; $25 for a set of mulching blades, Council directed Chris to 
purchase the mulching blades. 

o  Snow Plowing – Jim Borka will accept the plowing position, send in background checks, set up a meeting 
with Chris and Paul.  

• Sheriff Report – no report.  
• Misc – nothing additional.  
• Clerk Report  

o Hall painting update – extra items not included in the original painting bid, also a there is a few issues areas 
on the stage that will require additional repairs. Quote is for an additional $4,000, with $2,000 down.  
Mielke moved and Roepke second approving the painting additions and or repairs for the hall. 
The motion carried. 3/0.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF NEW GERMANY- CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 21, 2025 – 7:00 PM 

 
 

Officers’/Department/Staff Reports 
Hall - Discussed ceiling fan options and scones for the hall (upstairs), and sconces for the between the windows.   
Roepke moved and Mielke second to order the ceiling fans, 2-84” fans, approximately $240 each. The motion 
carried. 3/0 The Clerk should order the sconces when she finds the best deal.  

o Capital Investment Tour – October 23, 12:15, Cologne wastewater facility.  
o Ehlers Investments – Roepke moved and Mielke second to invest $700K from the Bank account to 

the Investment account. The motion carried. 3/0 
• Building Permit  

o No permits  
 

6. Consent Agenda           
• Consider Approval of October 7, 2025, Council Minutes 
• Consider Approval of Claims for Payment 
• Consider Approval of Financial Reports 

Mielke moved and Roepke second approving the consent agenda. The motion carried. 3/0 
 
7. Old Business  

• Misc – nothing additional. 
 
8. Mayor City Council Reports 

• Council member Kevin Grove – absent. 
• Council member Thomas Mielke – nothing additional. 
• Council member Paul Roepke – Discussion on Floer and Lindstrom Park sign. 
• Council member Lorn Hermann – absent. 
• Mayor Shirley Jaeger – Vents are in the bathrooms at Lindstrom.   

 
9. Adjourn City Council Meeting - Roepke moved and Mielke second adjourning the meeting at 7:34 PM. The 
motion carried. 3/0 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted Twyla Menth, City Clerk 


