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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – MARCH 17, 2020

A    CALL TO ORDER:  The Regular City Council meeting was held March 17, 2020 in the city basement of the New Germany City Hall.  Mayor Van Lith called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., those present were: Mayor Van Lith, Councilpersons Shirley Jaeger, Ty Turnquist, Thomas Mielke, absent Nick Hartwig.  Others present were: Fire Chief Dan Ruschmeier and City Clerk – Twyla Menth.  Audience members were none.    
.

B.
CITIZEN COMMENT- None.
C.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Will be removing GreenCorps program from the agenda and changing the Resolution 2020-10. Turnquist moved and Jaeger seconded approval of agenda with changes. The motion carried. 4/0 
D.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

            1. Jaeger moved and Mielke seconded approval of March 4, 2020 Council minutes. The motion carried. 4/0 
E.
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 


1. Mielke moved and Jaeger seconded approving Resolution 2020-09Approving the Change of Control of Jaguar Communications, Inc. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0
             2. Resolution 2020-10 City of New Germany Declaring a Local Emergency (COVID-19 specific). Mielke moved and Jaeger seconded approving Resolution 2020-10. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0

Mielke – yes, Turnquist – yes, Jaeger- yes, Van Lith- yes. 

F.
SHERIFFS REPORT: COVID – 19 email from the Sheriff was shared with Council on policies responding to calls. 

G.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT:  Fire Chief Ruschmeier provided Council with an update on the Fire Department and the COVID-19 policies and procedures for the Fire Department calls. Fire Chief Ruschmeier explained that RMC usually responds to most medical calls. Fire Department is limiting access to the Fire Department building at this time, two people responding to calls and only one would enter if needed. Following the protocol and any recommendations from the CDC and the IAFF, they are taking all the necessary precautions and have ordered additional personal protection equipment (PPE) that is needed. Fire Chief is also being briefed through the EOC of Carver County on COVID-19. The Fire Department Dance on April 17 has been cancelled. Fire Chief explained that the Relief Association was working on pulling the pull tabs out of the bars at this time on account of the mandated closures of the establishments to the public; pull tab boxes have to audited, recorded, reported and archived.  
H.
TREASURE REPORT:  The Treasury report noted that the General Fund balance was $504,567.79 which includes the (2) CD’s in the amount of $49,996.22. Investment account balance was $1,000,836.60. Council reviewed the February bank reconciliation. Turnquist moved and Mielke seconded approving the Treasure report. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0 

I.
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: Jaeger moved and Turnquist seconded approving the claims in the amount of $4,433.02. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0
J.  
WATER SEWER REPORT: 

1. Council reviewed the MDH Sanitary Survey Report for the New Germany Public Water System; no deficiencies were found.  

K.
BUILDING PERMIT UPDATE: deck, 720 Black Forest Road.  
L. 
COMPLAINT LOG:  None currently. 
M. 
PUBLIC WORKS: Mayor Steve Van Lith explained the retention pond in Black Forest (west side) is need of a clean out on account of tree roots; Henning quoted the repairs at $2500. Turnquist moved and Jaeger seconded approving the retention pond clean out as quoted by Henning’s for $2500. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0
Mayor Van Lith also reported to Council on the cover that was made by Henning’s for another retention pond (east side) overflow catch basin; cost was $210, and lumber was charged to the City at Mayer Lumber. 

N. 
PARKS REPORT: Eric Roepke was present for a moment to inform Jaeger that Mark Strehlke had made a spray boom for the Kromer and turned bill into Jaeger. Jaeger reported with the COVID-19 pandemic it is the best interest to cancel the Eater Egg Hunt.
O. 
MAYORS REPORT: Mayor Van Lith reported for now all city events; rentals, city sponsored events, Oldies but Goodies, 4-H Shooting Sports all are on hold as of this time. Clerk has notified all the above. 
P.
CITY CLERK REPORT:  Clerk Report all pertains to COVID-19 pandemic and city protocol. Clerk had prepared a press release for the residents to be posted on the door and in the newsletter; Council reviewed and made few minor changes. City Clerk will be in office, but the doors will remain locked starting tomorrow March 18, encouraging residents to email, phone calls, or schedule an appointment if needed. Discussion of remote working for the future if needed; check on policies for this. Council also had a discussion if the Clerk would become ill the protocol of this; Emergency meeting would be called. Clerk had concerns for the older people in the community and if a quarantine would be needed, volunteer efforts for groceries and medical needs. Mayor Van Lith noted if you are ill do not attend a meeting, stay home. Council discussed for future meetings they will meet as planned and limit attendance at meeting to be under the 10 as required by Governor Waltz, practicing the 6 feet apart as they are tonight. In the event COVID – 19 progresses meetings may need to be conference call or email; Turnquist reminded everyone to reply all if in email form. Mielke thought everyone entering the hall should be required to sign in as if someone became ill, we could possibly track if needed. Mayor Van Lith noted this unknown and different times and we all need to take precautions to protect everyone. 
Q.
OLD BUSINESS: 


1. Hall contract will be put on hold. 

2. Mielke reported on the employee reviews; Steve Van Lith Public Works and Twyla Menth, City Clerk; discussion on wage increase for the two employees. Mielke moved and acting Mayor Jaeger seconded to increase Steve Van Lith wage increase of .50 per hour ($15 per hour). The motion carried, unanimously. 3/0 Van Lith abstained from voting and acting Mayor Jaeger conducted the motion. 
Turnquist mentioned the Clerk has now completed her CMC designation after her last employee review, healthcare cost is reviewed in July and this is a reimbursed cost as the Clerk is on her husband’s insurance policy. Turnquist moved and Jaeger seconded approving a $1.25 per hour increase ($25.75 per hour) for the City Clerk-Treasurer and this is retroactive to the employment date of February 1. The motion carried, unanimously. 4/0

 
3. Turnquist provided report from the Planning Commission meeting from March 10; minutes are currently not approved. The roof top solar application has requested a variance on account of the language on the distance from the edge of the roof and commercial and residential distance allowing in ordinance. In the variance request this will be compliant with the 6 foot that is needed and as stated in ordinance, also noted that the backing color of solar needs to be the same as the roof. In the future the PC will be meeting to change some of the language pertaining to roof top solar ordinances. Turnquist noted a public hearing will be needed and when the PC minutes are approved the City Council can decide what to publish, letters will need to go out to residents within 350 feet prior to public hearing date.  As of know a Public Hearing is on hold on account of the 10 people gathering limits. Discussion on holding the March 24 PC meeting to further discuss the mini storage application; hold via telephone conference if anyone is uncomfortable attending or at least offer Bob Kost this option for this meeting, this will be determined as things move forward. Turnquist requested a written report from Bob Kost prior to the meeting. Council had a discussion on mixed use as in the new Comp Plan; this will need to be defined and amended in the Zoning Ordinance. 
R. 
NEW BUSINESS: Jaeger thought we should contact Jim Nash regarding April 7 meeting, hold off until the COVID-19 pandemic is over.  
S.
ADJOURNMENT: Mielke moved and Turnquist seconded adjourned the meeting at 8:54 PM. The motion carried. 4/0
 Respectfully Submitted, ______________________________Twyla Menth, City Clerk-Treasurer

