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2018 DRINKING WATER REPORT

Making Safe Drinking Water

Your drinking water comes from a groundwater source: a 439-foot-deep well that draws water from the
Wonewoc Sandstone aquifer.

New Germany works hard to provide you with safe and reliable drinking water that meets federal and
state water quality requirements. The purpose of this report is to provide you with information on your
drinking water and how to protect our precious water resources.

Contact Twyla Menth, City Clerk - Tresurer , at 952-353-2488 or ngcityhall@gmail.com if you have
questions about New Germany’s drinking water. You can also ask for information about how you can take
part in decisions that may affect water quality.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets safe drinking water standards. These standards limit the
amounts of specific contaminants allowed in drinking water. This ensures that tap water is safe to drink for
most people. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulates the amount of certain contaminants in
bottled water. Bottled water must provide the same public health protection as public tap water.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health
risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

New Germany Monitoring Results

This report contains our monitoring results from January 1 to December 31, 2018.

We work with the Minnesota Department of Health to test drinking water for more than 100
contaminants. It is not unusual to detect contaminants in small amounts. No water supply is ever

letely free of cc i Drinking water standards protect Minnesotans from substances
that may be harmful to their health.

Learn more by visiting the Minnesota Department of Health’s webpage Basics of Monitoring and

https://www.health.state. mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/sampling.html).

How to Read the Water Quality Data Tables

The tables below show the contaminants we found last year or the most recent time we sampled for that
contaminant. They also show the levels of those contaminants and the Environmental Protection Agency’s
limits. Substances that we tested for but did not find are not included in the tables.
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Monitoring Results — Regulated Substances

LEAD AND COPPER — Tested at customer taps.
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We sample for some contaminants less than once a year because their levels in water are not expected to
change from year to year. If we found any of these contaminants the last time we sampled for them, we
included them in the tables below with the detection date.

We may have done additional monitoring for contaminants that are not included in the Safe Drinking
Water Act. To request a copy of these results, call the Minnesota Department of Health at 651-201-4700
or 1-800-818-9318 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Definitions

= AL (Action Level): The concentration of a i which, if ded, triggers treatment or
other requirements which a water system must follow.

= EPA: Environmental Protection Agency

* MCL (Maximum contaminant level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking
water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.

* MCLG (Maximum contaminant level goal): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below
which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

= Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential
problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water
system.

= Level2A : A Level 2 1t is a very detailed study of the water system to identify
potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred and/or
why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple occasions.

* MRDL (Maximum residual disinfectant level): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in
drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control
of microbial contaminants.

= MRDLG ( residual disinf level goal): The level of a drinking water disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of
the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

" NA (Not applicable): Does not apply.

* NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): A measure of the cloudiness of the water (turbidity).

= pCi/l (picocuries per liter): A measure of radioactivity.

= ppb (parts per billion): One part per billion in water is like one drop in one billion drops of water, or
about one drop in a swimming pool. ppb is the same as micrograms per liter (ug/l).

= ppm (parts per million): One part per million is like one drop in one million drops of water, or
about one cup in a swimming pool. ppm is the same as milligrams per liter (mg/1).

= PWSID: Public water system identification.

=TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.

* Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique
under certain conditions.
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INORGANIC & ORGANIC CONTA sted in drinking water.

fnant{Date, if |
ipledin pravious |
o year)

Typleal -
Saurces

Nitrate 10.4 10 ppm 1.7 ppm N/A NO Runoff from
ppm fertilizer use;
Leaching from
septic tanks,
sewage;
Erosion of
natural
deposits.

Barium (10/19/17) 2 ppm 2 ppm 0.02 ppm N/A NO Discharge of
drilling wastes;
Discharge
from metal
refineries;
Erosion of
natural
deposit.

Nitrite Nitrogen, 1.4 ppm 1ppm 0.76 ppm N/A NO Runoff from
Total fertilizer use;
Leaching from
septic tanks,
sewage;
Erosion of
natural
deposits.

Gross Alpha 15.4 0 pCi/l 4.4 pCif N/A NO Erosion of
pCi/l natural
deposits.

Combined Radium 5.4 pCi/l 0 pCi/l 1.4 pCi/l N/A NO Erosion of
(2017) natural
deposits.
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